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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS + 1313 EAST GOTH STREET, CHICAGO 37 


1958 ASPO Conference Was Biggest. Busiest 


ASPO’s 23rd annual = National 
Planning Conference was its biggest 
and busiest to date. There were more 
delegates, more sessions, more pro- 
gram participants, more exhibits, and 
more related meetings than ever 
before. 

A total of 1,552 delegates regis- 
tered for the five-day conference at 
The Hotel Statler in Washington. 
They came from 42 states, the District 
of Columbia, Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, and from 11 foreign 
countries—Brazil, Canada, Columbia. 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Ethiopia, France, 
Iraq, Israel, Spain, and Sweden. 

New York state sent the largest 
delegation—147. Pennsylvania was 
second with 132, Maryland had 100, 
the District of Columbia and Michi- 
gan each had 94 delegates registered, 
and Ohio sent 91. Canada was rep- 
resented by 90. About 300 ladies, 
wives and members of delegates’ 
families, were among those regis- 
tered. Twenty members of the press, 
representing local and national mag- 
azines and newspapers. were also 
there. 

There were more delegates from 
local planning agencies—389—than 
there were in any other category. 
County planning agency representa- 
tives numbered 117; state 57; metro- 
politan. 123; and commissioners 87. 
Federal agencies had 20 delegates at 
the conference; 20 delegates came 
from redevelopment and renewal 
agencies; and there were 114 con- 


sultants registered. Thirty-nine uni- 
Versities sent 156 representatives 
professors, students, librarians, and 


other staff members. 

In addition. delegates came from 
citizen groups, housing agencies, zon- 
ing boards, international, national. 
and state associations. churches. busi- 
ness; and some delegates were state 
and county officials. 


Sessions 

Sessions on planning subjects alone 
totaled 33, and 126 delegates par- 
ticipated in the sessions. More than 
900 persons attended the opening 
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general session alone (see picture 
below). 

In addition, there was the job mar- 
ket session, the annual business 
meeting of members, a session on 
planning films, a session for plan- 
ning librarians, a board of directors 
meeting and dinner, a meeting of the 
nominating committee, meetings of 
planning school alumni, two recep- 
tions, and an all-day field trip. 

Moreover, ASPO arranged meet- 


(Continued page 52) 


Some 900 delegates crowded into the Presidential Ballroom and overflowed 
into the hallway for the opening session at which Philip M. Hauser spoke. 
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Bowling Popularity Grows 

Bowling is fast becoming the num- 
ber one participant sport in the United 
States. With its growth in popularity 
has come a comparable growth in the 
number and size of the bowling alleys 
and—more important to the planner 

a change in location. Once a recre- 
ation usually located downtown or 
near industrial districts, the bowling 
alley is now moving to the suburbs. 

Growth and location change have 
meant more problems. however 
problems of zoning, parking, lights, 
and noise. The May PLANNING Ap- 
visoRY SERVICE Information Report. 
Bowling Alleys (No. 110), takes up 
these problems, makes some sugges- 
tions and recommendations on zone 
locations, and gives advice on parking 
and other factors. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE reports 
are part of the service to subscribers. 
Annual rates will be given by the 
ASPO office upon request. 


Planning Institute 


The fourth annual institute on ur- 
ban planning sponsored by the South- 
ern Regional Education Board will be 
held at the University of Arkansas 
August 13 through 29. It will con- 
sist of a basic seminar primarily for 
members of state, city, county, and 
metropolitan planning staffs. An ad- 
vanced seminar, for planning direc- 
tors, will be held the week of August 
25 through 29. Additional informa- 
tion is available from Professor Wil- 
liam S. Bonner, University of Arkan- 
sas, Fayetteville. 


ASPO Annual Award 


John Ihider, Washington, pioneer 
in the planning and housing fields, 
who was to have received ASPO’s 
annual award for outstanding serv- 
ice at the National Planning Con- 
ference. died May 19, two days be- 
fore the award was to be presented. 
Mr. Ihlder. 82, had been ill for sev- 
eral weeks. 

The citation was read at the May 
20 luncheon session by Tracy Augur, 
long-time friend of Mr. Ihlder and 
assistant commissioner for urban 
planning of the Urban Renewal Ad- 
ministration, Housing and Home 
Finance Agency. The award cited 
Mr. Ihlder as “a fighter, a father 
of good housing. and a_ first-rate 
planner.” 

Mr. Ihider had been in the plan- 
ning and housing fields for 50 years, 
having started in Grand Rapids. 
Michigan in 1908, when he initiated 
the first plan for that city. He re- 
tired in 1952 as executive director 
of the National Capital Housing 
Authority in Washington. which he 
had headed up for 18 years. Until 
he became ill he remained active in 
housing and planning frelds through 
his continued affiliation with citizen 
groups. He had been managing di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Housing 
Association, executive director of the 
Pittsburgh Housing Association and 
the Boston Housing Association. He 
was a past vice-president of the 
National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials, and for a 
number of years was on the board 
of directors of the National Housing 
Conference. He was a member of 
ASPO for nearly 20 years. 

Washington newspapers were rich 
in their praise of him. The Washing- 
ton Post and Times Herald in an 
editorial said: “His name must be 
given a high place on the list of those 
who have greatly improved living 
conditions in the Nation’s Capital 
during the last two decades.” And in 
a news article: “Mr. Ihlder had a 
zest for conflict. a frank approach 
and a large vision of life. se 


Text of the ASPO citation follows: 

In the early history of any success- 
ful movement there are a handful of 
giants—men who are strong enough 
to carry the load where others falter. 
In planning and housing, John Ihlder 
is such a giant. 

John Thlder’s honors, positions, 
and accomplishments are a history of 


John TIhlder 


the housing movement in the United 
States. He came into housing. how- 
ever, by way of plenning. His first 
entry into the field came in 1908 in 
Grand Rapids. and he initiated the 
first plan for the city. At other times 
he has been a member of the Phila- 
delphia Zoning Commission and a 
member of the City Planning and 
Zoning Advisory Commission of the 
United States Department of Com- 
merce. He was a charter member of 
the American City Planning Institute 
and served as a member of its Board 
of Governors. 


As organizer and first manager of 
the Civic Development Department 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States, he laid the foundation 
for understanding and support of 
planning and housing by the busi- 
nessmen of the nation. The United 
States owes an immeasurable debt to 
John Ihlder for his drafting of the 
{lley-Dwellings Act for Washington 
and jor his years of service as Ex- 
ecutive Director of the National 
Capital Housing Authority. 


The American Society of Planning 
Officials is honored to acknowledge 
its appreciation of John Ihlder, on 
this 21st day of May 1958, at the 
{SPO National Planning Conference 
held in Washington. We salute a 
fighter, a father of good housing, 
and a first-rate planner. 
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A “Working Conference” 


“A working conference” perhaps 
best describes the general tone of 
ASPO’s 1958 meeting. Most of the 
33 sessions covered the fine points 
and technicalities of planning. Ses- 
sions on zoning. urban renewal, 
planned industrial districts, admin- 
istration of 701 programs, subdivi- 
sions, research, land use plans, ad- 
ministration of a planning office, 
the small town clinic, the zoning 
administrator, economic surveys. pub- 
lic housing, urban design, university 
planning. city centers, metropolitan 
government, and churches primarily 
were how-to-do-it sessions for the 
working planner. 

Highlights of the conference were 
the opening keynote speech by Philip 
M. Hauser and the luncheon ad- 
dresses by William H. Whyte, Jr., 
and José A. Mora. 

Mr. Hauser, in setting the pace for 
the conference, told his audience that 
the physical planner will increas- 
ingly be forced to join hands with 
the social planner if the problems 
of exploding metropolitan areas are 
to be met effectively. Mr. Hauser is 
chairman of the Department of 
Sociology and director of the Popu- 
lation Research and Training Center 
at the University of Chicago. 

He warned that the country is 
faced with unprecedented problems 
physical. social, and human 
brought on primarily by the im- 
migration of literally millions of 
newcomers, largely from the rural 
South. The problems created by 
them “while the country is. still 
assimilating the millions of immi- 
grants from abroad, and compounded 
with the problems of physical growth, 
place a premium upon planning the 
likes of which we have never ex- 
perienced in the past.” he said. Hope- 
fully he added that the “horse and 
bugey governmental structure we 
have inherited from local govern- 
ment and an outmoded premetro- 
politan ideology, both of which are 
designed to obstruct the planner at 
every possible opportunity, are be- 

ginning to crumble.” 

\ plea for cities to reserve open 
space while some is still available 
and decide later what it is to be 
used for was the theme of Mr. 
Whyte’s luncheon talk on Tuesday, 
May 20. He told his audience that 
he believed too much _ insistence 
on orderly, comprehensive, regional 
planning is not going to produce 
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action in time to save open space in 
metropolitan areas. He called for 
public purchase of development 
rights now as one tool. Mr. Whyte 
is assistant managing editor of 
Fortune magazine and recently was 
co-author and editor of a Fortune 
series on urban sprawl. 

Dr. Mora, secretary general of the 
Organization of American States, 
Wednesday luncheon speaker. de- 








scribed the planning problems of 
Latin American countries, pointing 
out that “economic growth, indus- 
trialization, and consequently urban- 
ization, are the forces that are chang- 
ing the life . . . of most Latin 
American countries.” He said the 
problems of regional planning, urban 
development, and adequate housing 
are of mounting concern in Latin 
America. 





Officers and Directors 


Paul E. Middleton, director of the 
planning and engineering branch of 
the Urban Renewal Administration, 
Housing and Home Finance Agency, 
was elected president of ASPO at the 
annual business meeting of members 
on May 20. He succeeds Henry J. 
Sullivan of Detroit, a member of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional 
Planning Commission, chairman of 
the Port of Detroit Commission, and 
assistant to the president of Detroit 
Edison Company. 

Mr. Middleton, a civil engineer, has 
been with HHFA since 1950, taking 
his present position in 1954. He has 
been a planner with the National Re- 
sources Planning Board. director of 
the Indiana Economic Council, and in 
private planning and _ engineering 
practice. Mr. Middleton was _ vice- 
president of the Society last year. 

Elected to the office of vice-presi- 
dent was Harold S. Shefelman, a mem- 
ber of the Seattle City Planning Com- 
mission, chairman of the governor's 
committee on metropolitan problems. 
and a lawyer. He was a member of 
the ASPO board of directors in 1957. 

Three directors were elected for 
three-year terms: 


Arthur J. Baum, chairman of the 
Los Angeles County Regional Plan- 
ning Commission and newspaper pub- 
lisher. 


T. P. Kennedy, Jr.. Nashville, chair- 
man of the Davidson County Planning 
Commission. 


Francis S. McMichael, chairman of 
the Mount Lebanon Township, Penn- 
sylvania planning board, president of 
the Pennsylvania State Planning Asso- 
ciation. 


George F. Emery, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida planning consultant, former 
city planner for Detroit. and an engi- 
neer and lawyer, was elected to a two- 
year term to fill Mr. Shefelman’s un- 
expired term as a director. 





Paul E. Middleton 


Other officers and board members 
are: 

Morris H. Hirsh, treasurer, who is 
director of the South Side Planning 
Board, Chicago. 

Frederick G. Gardiner, chairman of 
the Council of the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto and a Toronto 
lawyer. 

Elmer Krieger, executive secretary 
of the Milwaukee Board of Public 
Land Commissioners. 

Kline L. Roberts, vice-president of 
the Franklin County, Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission, state legislator 
and speaker pro tem of the Ohio 
House of Representatives, and a Co- 
lumbus lawyer. 

Howell H. Watson, chairman of the 
Dallas City Plan Commission and a 
realtor. 

Edward Winsor, chairman of the 
Providence City Planning Commis- 
sion and a lawyer. 

Walter H. Blucher, Chicago, former 
executive director of the Society, is 
consultant 
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Conference—continued 


ing times and rooms for 34 other 
sessions held by planning groups: 
15 for the American Institute of 
Planners: three for international 
planning groups; 12 for planning 
educators; and four for consultants. 
librarians, and others. 

Six companies selling mapping. 
aerial photography. and visual aid 
techniques exhibited at the confer- 
ence; and 16 book publishers had 
134 books on planning and related 
subjects on display. Orders were 
taken for nearly 200 books. 

Washington area planning agencies 
also had a week-long exhibit at the 
Department of the Interior: and at 
the Pan American Union an exhibit 
of plans for Brasilia, new capital city 
of Brazil. was on display. 


Job Market 


The “slaves in the market” again 
this year were the employers—not 
prospective employees. Besides the 
142 jobs that were carried in the 
May 15 issue of Joss IN PLANNING. 
the list used for the Job Market ses- 
sion, there were at least 64 more 
job openings posted on bulletin 
boards at ihe conference. 

An estimated 600 delegates crowded 
into the ballroom for the session. 
Approximately 200 were interview- 
ers: 400 were interviewees. Between 
them they drank 22 gallons of coffee. 

Many agencies advertised their 
jobs with Madison Avenue techniques 
to attract job applicants. Brightly 
painted streamers and posters were 
put up depicting local attractions in 
addition to those offered by the job 
itself —“‘unexcelled fishing.” dancing 
girls. and bathing beauties. A num- 
ber of agencies had attractively 
printed give-away brochures describ- 










The Tuesday luncheon, at which William H. Whyte, Jr., spoke, brought out a 


large crowd. Mr. Whyte is pictured just left of the rostrum and left of him is 
Harold S. Shefelman, Seattle, new vice-president of ASPO. To the right of the 
rostrum is Paul E. Middleton, Washington, new ASPO president; Harland 
Bartholomew, chairman of the National Capital Planning Commission; outgoing 
ASPO President Henry J. Sullivan, Detroit; and Tracy Augur, Washington, 
who presented the ASPO award posthumously to John Ihlder. 





ing the jobs. the city. and other ad- 
vantages, and offering tear-out appli- 
cation forms. 


Field Trip 

Ten bus loads of delegates—ap- 
proximately 400—toured the District 
and parts of Maryland and Virginia 
on an all-day field trip that took 
them to 125 points of interest along 
the way. 

Buses left the Hotel Statler Thurs- 
day, the closing day of the confer- 
ence. at 9 a.m., accompanied by a 
police escort. and returned some 125 
miles later at 4:50—ten minutes 
ahead of schedule. Stops along the 
way included one for a box lunch 
picnic in Rock Creek Park at noon. 

Planning highlights of the Wash- 
ington area, as well as government 
buildings. monuments, places of his- 
toric interest. parks, recreation areas. 
and other features were included in 
the trip. 


Receptions 

The National Association of Home 
Builders were hosts to some 600 of 
the delegates at a Sunday evening 
party in the National Housing Center. 
The affair was the opening social 
event of the conference. and served 
to get it off to a pleasant start. Dele- 
gates were invited to see five floors 
of exhibits at the housing center at 
the time of the party. Closing social 
event of the meeting was the party at 
the Pan American Union on Wednes- 
day evening. 


Fellowships Awarded 
Five graduate fellowships in plan- 
ning have been awarded by the Sears- 
Roebuck Foundation for the 1958- 
1959 school year, and one has been 
awarded by the J. C. Nichols Founda- 
tion of the Urban Land Institute. 
Recipients of the Sears-Roebuck 
fellowships are Donald B. Briggs. St. 
Petersburg, Florida. who will attend 
Georgia Institute of Technology; Don- 
ald H. Miller, Nashville, who will take 
his work at the University of Califor- 
nia; Eric A. Svenson. Weston, Con- 
necticut, who will attend Cornell 
University; Goldie R. Waxman, Cin- 
cinnati, who plans to go to Harvard 
University: and Robert B. Whittlesey, 
Farmington, Connecticut. who will 
attend the University of Pennsylvania. 
The five students who received Sears 
fellowships last year had their fellow- 
ships renewed for the coming year. 
Philip B. Herr, Providence, received 
the J. C. Nichols fellowship to do 
research work on the impact of new 
highway construction on real estate. 


He will do the work at M.L.T. 


Copies of Speech 

Copies of a speech by ASPO 
Executive Director Dennis O’Harrow, 
“Planning for a Workable Program 
for Community Development.” are 
available to those who send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to ASPO 
headquarters at 1313 East 60th Street, 
Chicago 37. The speech was given 
before the annual conference of the 
New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
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Annual Reports 


British Columbia: Annual Report. 
1957. Lower Mainland Regional 
Planning Board, 624 Columbia Street. 
New Westminster. 1958. 


Chatham County and Savannah. 
Georgia: Planning Progress, 1957. 
Metropolitan Planning Commission. 
P. O. Box 1038, Savannah. 1958. 


Denver: Annual Report 1957. 
Inter-County Regional Planning Com- 
mission. 1359 Court Place. 1957. 


Detroit: 1956-1957 Regional Plan- 
ning. Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, 800 Cadillac Square Building. 
Detroit 26. 1958. 


Franklin County, Ohio: Annual 
Report 1957. Regional Planning 
Commission. 514 South High Street. 
Columbus 15. 1957. 


Glendale, California: Planning 
Dividends 1956-1957. City Planning 
Division. 109 North Glendale Ave- 
nue. 1957, 


Hamilton, Ontario: Annual Re- 
port. 1957. Hamilton - Wentworth 
Planning Board, City Hall. 1958. 


Kings County, California: Sum- 
mary of Planning Activities 1955-56. 
1956-57. County Planning Commis- 
sion, P. O. Box 355. Court House. 
Hanford. 1957. 


Kokomo and Howard County. 
Indiana: Annual Report 1957. City 
Plan Commission, City Building. 
1957. $1. 


Miami, Florida: Annual Report. 
1956-1957. City Planning and Zon- 
ing Board, 3318 Pan American Drive. 
Miami 33. 1957. 


Modesto, California: Annual Re- 
port, 1956-1957. City Planning De- 
partment, P. O. Box 642. 1957. 
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Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 
vania: 1957 Annual Report. County 
Planning Commission, Court House, 
Norristown. 1958. 


New Orleans: Report on Plan- 
ning 1956-1957. City Planning Com- 
mission, 535 St. Charles Street. New 
Orleans 12. 1957. 


Orange County, California: Plan- 
ning Developments 1956-57. County 
Planning Commission, Court House 
Annex, Santa Ana. 1957. 


Pasadena, California: Annual 
Report, 1956-1957. Planning Com- 
mission. City Hall, Civic Center. 1957, 


Passaic County, New Jersey: 
Annual Report, 1957. County Plan- 
ning Board, County Administrative 
Building. Paterson. 1958. 


Pawtucket, Rhode Island: Plan- 
ning Progress 1956-1957. City Plan- 
ning Commission, City Hall. 1957. 


Philadelphia: Annual Report 
1956. Ci.y Planning Commission. 
Penn Square Building, 1317 Filbert 
Street, Philadelphia 7. 1957. 


Providence: Annual Report, 1957. 
City Plan Commission. Suite 103, 
City Hall, Providence 3. 1958. 


Somerset County, New Jersey: 
Annual Report. 1957. County Plan- 
ning Board, County Administration 
Building, Somerville. 1958. 


South Bend, Indiana: Annual 
Report 1957. Planning Commission, 
City Hall. 1957. 


Spokane County, Washington: 
Annual Report, 1957. County Plan- 
ning Commission, County Court 
House, Spokane 1. 1958. 


Tennessee: Local Planning, 1956- 


57. State Planning Commission, Cor- 
dell Building, Nashville 3. 1957. 


Planning Articles 


“Haphazards of the City.” Verna 
Small. Mademoiselle, June 1958, p. 
80. Mademoiselle, 304 East 45th 
Street, New York 17. 50 cents. 

Probably the first article in a pop- 
ular magazine written specifically to 
attract young women to the field of 
planning. Mademoiselle, whose audi- 
ence is made up of college students, 
young women in their first jobs, and 
young-marrieds (age range, 8 
through 30) obtained most of the in- 
formation for the story through inter- 
views with 27 “young women plan- 
ners.” Generally, the article covers 
the pros and cons of entering the 
planning field, and for the most part 
presents an in-focus view of the kind 
of work women planners can expect 
to do. Good, not only from the view- 
point of filling a few more planning 
jobs, but also as an interesting indica- 
tion of the field’s maturity. (JRS) 


“The Enduring Slums,” by Daniel 
Seligman, “Urban Sprawl.” by Wil- 
liam H. Whyte, Jr.. and “Downtown 
Is for People.” by Jane Jacobs. For- 
tune, December 1957, p. 144; January 
1958, p. 103; April 1958, p. 133. 
Time, Inc., 540 North Michigan Ave- 
nue, Chicago 11. $1.25 a copy. 

The last three articles in the series 
called “The Exploding Metropolis” 
(see December 1957 NEWSLETTER, p. 
101). Fortune has announced that 
these articles will be published this 
fall in both hard cover and paperback 
books. 


“Preservation of Open Spaces— 
Attitudes, Problems, and _ Possible 
Lines of Action.” Landscape Archi- 
tecture, January 1958, p. 82. Ameri- 
can Society of Landscape Architects, 
9 Park Street. Boston 8. $1. 

Report of a committee of the 
society. 
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personals 


Joun M. Crane, formerly with 
planning consultants Harland Barthol- 
omew and Associates in St. Louis. has 
accepted the position of planning di- 
rector for Fayette County. Pennsyl- 
vania, with headquarters in Union- 
town. Pennsylvania. 


Howe_t Gitpert, Jr. has been 
named a planning technician II in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Previously 
he held a similiar job in Ann Arbor. 


NORMAN HALVERSON, assistant 
planner for the Contra Costa County 
planning commission in Martinez. 
California, has been named associate 
planner. He is in charge of subdivi- 
sions in the current projects section. 


Joun N. HEISKELL, editor and pres- 
ident of the Arkansas Gazette of Little 
Rock, in May received Columbia Uni- 
versity’s first journalism award for 
“singular journalistic performance in 
the public interest.” Mr. Heiskell has 
been chairman of the Little Rock city 
planning commission and a member 
of the Arkansas planning board. 


Remo O. LiuKKONEN has been ap- 
pointed director of planning for 
Fresno County. California. He was 
assistant planning director for the San 
Mateo County planning commission. 
Redwood City. California. 

CLARANCE O. Mann, Jr.. who re- 
ceived a master’s degree in housing 
and planning from Columbia Univer- 
sity in June, will be design associate 
for the Nashville planning commis- 
sion. LARIMORE AUSTIN, senior plan- 
ner for the commission and ROBERT 
H. Pastay, who received a master’s 
degree in planning from the Univer- 
sity of California, have been named 
planning associates. 


Joun Noven, Jr. has resigned as 
director of the National Capital Plan- 
ning Commission in Washington, after 
more than 25 years of service on the 
commission staff. He will continue in 
the planning field as a consultant. 
WitiiaM E. Finiey, former planning 
director in Richmond. California. suc- 


ceeds Mr. Nolen. 
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THEODORE Kk. PAsMa, chief of the 
industrial location division of the Of- 
fice of: Area Development. United 
States Department of Commerce, has 
beefi aWarded that department's Silver 
Medal for Meritorious Service. Secre- 
tary of Commerce Weeks presented 
the award in Washington. 


+, < 
a * Rosert L. PLAVNICK resigned as 


planning director of the Rockville. 
Maryland planning commission to 
take a position on the staff of the Na- 
tional Capital Planning Commission. 
Washington. Bruce A. Watts, a 
. . 
member of the Baltimore County 
plannfmg commission succeeds him. 


Don K. Price, JR., vice-president 
of the Ford Foundation, has been ap- 
pointed professor of government and 
dean of the Harvard Graduate School 
of Public Administration. Mr. Price 
formerly was associate director of 
the Public Administration Clearing 
House, one-time ASPO neighbor at 
“1313” headquarters in Chicago. 


E. Jack Scuoop, planning director 
in Anchorage, Alaska. has been 
awarded a planning fellowship at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and will leave Anchorage in August. 


Tue University OF ARKANSAS has 
announced four appointments to plan- 
ning posts. RaymMonp E. NELSON, ur- 
ban renewal consultant with Leonard 
Wayman. Associates, Chicago, has 
been named an assistant professor of 
city planning and sociology, effective 
in mid-August. HAROLD BELL, former 
assistant planner with the Metropoli- 
tan Area Planning Commission of 
Pulaski County, Little Rock. has been 
appointed research assistant in the 
city planning division. Dae F. 
BertscH. who received a degree in 
planning in June from Michigan State 
University, and CHARLEs H. Rircuir, 
graduate student in planning at the 
University of North Carolina, have 
been named research collaborators. 


ALAN M. WALKER, who last year 
was at the University of Wisconsin 
where he worked on problems of com- 
munity development. has been ap- 
pointed director of the program of 
community development for Goddard 
College, Plainfield, Vermont. 


WituiaM P. Witson, former execu- 
tive director of the urban renewal 
authority in Wheeling. West Virginia, 
is chief of projects for the Allegheny 
County planning department, Pitts- 
burgh. 








Howarp J. GARNETT,  secretary- 
treasurer of Toronto’s Committee of 
Adjustment, the agency responsibl 
for administration of the city’s zoning 
law. died of a heart attack in his room 
at the Hotel Statler in Washington 
while attending the ASPO conference. 


Mrs. Marjorie Kune Portis, 31. 
former director of the Evanston. IIli- 
nois planning commission and one- 
time employee of the Chicago plan 
commission, died in Cincinnati in 
May while visiting her parents. 


Witviam H. ScnucHarpt, 83. arch- 
itect. former chairman of the Milwau- 
kee and the Los Angeles city planning 
agencies, and at one time head of the 
city planning department of the Col- 
lege of Architecture at Cornell Uni- 
versity, died in late April in Los An- 
geles. He was a member of ASPO for 
a number of years. 





Exeluding Churches 


The highest court in New York has 
declared that churches and_ schools 
may not be excluded from all residen- 
tial areas. In spite of this declaration, 
some communities in the state appar- 
ently still try to maintain total exclu- 
sion. Summarized in the May issue of 
ZoninG Dicest is a decision handed 
down by a New York supreme court 
saying that the ruling of the Court of 
\ppeals on the subject will be applied. 

In other cases reviewed in the May 
issue: 

The court of original jurisdiction 
in Denver held that off-street parking 
requirements for the B-6 district. es- 
tablished under the zoning ordinance, 
are unconstitutional. 

The Supreme Court of Wisconsin 
held that a county is not bound by a 
city zoning ordinance if a state statute 
requires that a county jail be built at 
the county seat. (A contrary opinion 
was reached in a Virginia case, which 
will be summarized in the June issue 
of ZoninG DIceEstT.) 

The May issue also includes three 
cases in which zoning becomes a fac: 
tor in eminent domain proceedings 
and four cases involving nonconform 
ing uses, 

ZoninG Dicest is a monthly sum 
mary of zoning cases, published by 
ASPO. Rates are available upon re 
quest. 
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legal notes 
Walter H. Blucher 


Park lands may not be sold for 
school site (Wilmington, Dela- 
ware}. 

Anderson v. Mayor and Council of 
Wilmington, Court of Chancery of 
Delaware, Jan. 9, 1958, 137 A.2d 521. 

Plaintiffs are taxpayers in the city 
of Wilmington. They brought suit to 
enjoin the city from conveying 6.35 
acres of city park land to the board 
of public education for the sum of 
$350,000. The land had been con- 
veyed to the city in 1886 by a deed 
granting a fee simple title to lands 
along the northerly side of Brandy- 
wine Creek. 

The city took the basic position that 
inasmuch as it holds an unrestricted 
fee simple title to the lands in ques- 
tion, it may sell them under its charter 
powers. The court held that this was 
not the case, saying: “. . . I am sat- 
ished that the City has held the lands 
involved in trust for more than fifty 
years, that the public’s right to use 
these lands for health and recreation 
may not be limited short of legisla- 
tive action, and that the fact that the 
Tatnall deed was without restriction 
is immaterial . . .” 

The court held further that even 
though the land was proposed as a 
school site, the proposed transfer con- 
stituted a breach of trust on the 
ground that the use of park lands for 
school purposes is a diversion in vio- 
lation of the dedication. 


Parking lot may not be prohibited 
in slum clearance area. 

VWcDonald Parking Lot v. O'Con- 
nell, Supreme Court, New York 
County, Dec. 10, 1957, 170 N.Y .S.2d 
274. 

Petitioner applied to the commis- 
sioner of licenses of the city of New 
York for a license to operate a park- 
ing lot in Brooklyn. The commis- 
sioner of licenses denied the applica- 
tion on the ground that the property 
lies within the boundaries of a slum 
clearance project and that the Hous- 


June 1958 


ing and Home Finance Agency had 
requested that licenses for such park- 
ing lot operations within the area not 
be renewed, : 

The court held that this was an 
invalid reason for refusing to issue 
the license. 


Redevelopment (Greensboro, 
North Carolina): constitutionality 
can be tested only in a justifiable 
controversy. 

City of Greensboro v. Wall, Su- 
preme Court of North Carolina, Jan. 
10, 1958, 101 S.E.2d 413. 

The city of Greensboro and the 
redevelopment commission brought 
suit against a citizen taxpayer seeking 
a judgment declaring that all of 
plaintiffs’ actions and proposed 
actions are constitutional under the 
terms of the urban redeve'»pment 
law. 

The redevelopment commission un- 
dertook a proceeding after the Greens- 
boro planning board had certified a 
redevelopment area. 

Defendant, in July 1957, wrote a 
letter requesting that the city council 
take proper steps to have the courts 
of North Carolina determine whether 
the redevelopment commission, in its 
actions, would be in violation of any 
of the constitutional and statutory 
provisions. 

The court held that the pleading 
did not disclose a justifiable contro- 
versy. The court said: “It is under- 
standable that plaintiffs desire blanket 
approval of their actions and pro- 
posed actions. But questions as to the 
validity and interpretation of the pro- 
visions of the ‘Urban Redevelopment 
Law’ must await judicial decision 
until specific provisions thereof are 
challenged by persons directly and 
adversely affected thereby. 


Subdivision regulation upheld; 
public improvements must be in- 
stalled. 

SE-Frank Developers v. Gibson, 
Supreme Court, Appellate Division, 
Dec. 16, 1957, N.Y.S.2d 136. 

The planning board of the town of 
Islip, Suffolk County, disapproved 
petitioner’s proposed subdivision plat 
for a housing development because 
of failure to provide water mains 
and improved roads. The action of 
the planning board was upheld by 
the supreme court, and it was affirmed 
by the appellate division. 

This is an affirmation of a decision 
in the April 1957 NEWSLETTER, page 
39. 


Master plan not mandatory in city 
of Detroit; park premises sold. 

Brozowski_ v. Detroit, Supreme 
Court of Michigan, Dec. 24, 1957, 87 
V.W.2d 114. 

The city of Detroit in 1920 con- 
demned 96 acres of land, now known 
as George Patton Memorial Park. On 
recommendation of the plan commis- 
sion, the Detroit common council in 
1954 ordered that 4.32 of the 96 acres 
be deeded to Wayne County for the 
erection of a welfare shelter to house 
neglected and abandoned children. 

Plaintiff brought suit to restrain 
Wayne County from exercising any 
acts of ownership over the parcel. 

The city adopted a comprehensive 
master plan, which was really a series 
of plans that had been submitted to 
the common council by the plan com- 
mission over a period of many years. 
All of these had been adopted by 
resolution of the council. 

The home rule act provides that 
no city has power to sell any park. 
except where such park is not re- 
quired under an official master plan 
of the city. The Detroit charter con- 
tains a similar provision. 

The court held that there is no pro- 
vision in the city charter or in the 
home rule act requiring the city of 
Detroit to adopt an official master 
plan. The court said: “The property 
in question was not part of an adopted 
master plan and there is no prohibi- 
tion against Detroit transferring and 
selling the property to the County of 
Wayne.” 


Planning board member’s oath of 
office. 

Waters v. Connor, Supreme Court. 
Westchester County, Nov. 15, 1957, 
169 N.Y.S.2d 526. 

Plaintiffs brought this action to 
declare invalid the action of the 
planning board of the village of 
Mamaroneck in approving a subdivi- 
sion plat. The board’s action was 
attacked because of the failure of one 
of its members to take the required 
oath of office. This member, prior to 
his reappointment for a_ five-year 
term, had served as a member of the 
board for some 19 years. 

The court held that under the law 
this member could continue to dis- 
charge the duties of his office after 
the expiration of his term until his 
successor was chosen and qualified. 
Thus if he, as his own successor, did 
not qualify, he could still hold over. 
The action of the planning board was 


held valid. 











planners library 





Land Economics. Roland R. 
Renne. Revised edition. Harper and 
Brothers. 49 East 33rd Street. New 
York 16. 1958. 599 pp.. illus. $8; 
iext edition. $6. 

This is a revision of a standard 
book in the field. The author. now 
president of Montana State College. 
was active in many of the studies 
made by the National Resources 
Planning Board. The NRPB studies 
represented the best research in the 
held up to that time, and were 
properly the source to which Dr. 
Renne should have gone for ap- 
plicable data for the first edition in 
1946. However, it seems that Dr. 
Renne did not do much up-dating in 
his treatment of urban land _ eco- 
nomics for this 1958 edition. The 
result is that the discussion of urban 
land is so out of date as to be prac- 
tically useless. The lag is not just 
between the two publication dates 
1946 and 1958—but between the find- 
ings and urban problems as devel- 
oped in Our Cities (published in 
1937 but actually assembled and 
written earlier) and today—1958. 
Dr. Renne’s bias toward agricultural, 
mining, and forestry land economics 
is understandable, but if he is thus 
biased, it seems strange that he would 
so completely neglect the struggle 
between agriculturists and mass 
builders for prime agricultural land 
in the urban fringe areas. (DOH) 


Analysis of the Fiscal Rela- 
tionships of Public Agencies in 
Stanislaus County. Pacific Plan- 
ning and Research, 707 Forum Build- 
ing, Sacramento 14, California, Con- 
sultants. 1957. 75 pp.. tables. 


Analysis of Land Use. City Plan- 
ning Commission, 3150 McCallum 
Way. P. O. Box 850, Palm Springs, 
California. Simon Eisner and Asso- 
ciates, Consultants. 1957. 43  pp.. 
charts. 


Should Kelowna Extend Its 
Boundaries? H. Peter Oberlander 
and R. J. Cave, University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver. 1957. 117 pp.. 
plus append. 










Jet Age Planning—A Report of 
Progress and Development as of 
January 1958. Civil Aeronautics Ad- 
ministration. United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce. U.S. Government 
Printing Office. Washington 25, D. C. 
1958. 41 pp. 30 cents. 

Contents include sections on flight 
operations and airworthiness, plan- 
ning and development, airports, ait 
iraffic control. communication and 
navigation aids, meteorological serv- 
ices. (It's later than you think!) 


Postgraduate Plans of High 
School Seniors—Class of 1957. 
Westchester County Department of 
Planning. 910 County Office Build- 
ing. White Plains, New York. 1958. 
27 pp.. tables. 

While this survey is not world 
shaking in its findings, it is important 
in that it points to a field of study 
that planning needs, and a type of 
socio - demographic research _ that 
planning agencies must use more fre- 
quently in the future. 


Advanced Short Course in Com- 
munity Planning. Extension Depart- 
ment, University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver 8. 1957. 89 pp. $2.50. 

Lectures given at an advanced 
short course in community planning 
at the University of British Columbia 
in April 1957. Subjects covered, 
among others, are data analysis, inter- 
municipal planning, commercial 
areas, recreation and schools, indus- 
try, utilities, parking and traffic. Val- 
uable for both students and profes- 
sionals. 


Industrial Zoning Principles and 
Practices. Wisconsin Division of In- 
dustrial Development, State Capitol. 
Madison 2. 1957. 42 pp., illus. 


Land Use Plan for Butler Coun- 
ty, Ohio. Ladislas Segoe and Asso- 
ciates, Gwynne Building, Main Street 
at Sixth, Cincinnati 2. 1958. Approx. 
28 pp.. illus. $5. 


Commercial and Industrial Floor 


Space Inventory. Department of 


City Planning. 2 Lafayette Street. 
New York 7. 1957. 18 pp.. tables. 


Publications listed 
the publishers: the 


on this page are available from 
ASPO office does not have copies. 


Citizen Participation in Urban 


Renewal. William Bishop Nixon, 


Joseph M. Boyd. Jr. Tennessee State 


Planning Commission. Room C-106 
Cordell Hull Building, Nashville 3. 
Community Organization for Citi- 
zen Participation in Urban Re- 
newal. William S. Loring, Jr.. Frank 
L. Sweetser, Charles F. Ernst. Mass- 
achusetts Department of Commerce, 
334 Boylston Street, Boston 16. 238 
pp. append. Both books also avail- 
able from Demonstration Program 
Branch, Urban Renewal Administra- 
tion, Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. Washington 25, D. C. 

Two reports of 314 demonstration 
projects. 

The first reports on how various 
techniques were used—and how suc- 
cessful they were—in gaining the 
attention and participation of all of 
the citizens of Dyersberg, Tennessee 
in an urban renewal project. The 
key to the problem, the authors say, 
was found to be in public relations— 
that tool by which people are in- 
formed of what is taking place and 
how it will benefit them. 

The second book is concerned with 
the use of citizen groups in the urban 
renewal program, how a community 
organizes to use such groups, and 
what pattern of organization is most 
useful for neighborhood groups. The 
authors appear to be more optimistic 
about the use of such groups than was 
Mr. Brussat in his Citizens Organiza- 
tion for Neighborhood Conservation 
(see March NEWSLETTER. page 24). 


Land Utilization in the United 
States. Soil Conservation Society of 
America. 838 Fifth Avenue, Des 
Moines. Iowa. 1957. 31 pp.. illus. 
50 cents; 10 copies, $4.50. 

A series of six papers reprinted 
from the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation. 


Metropolitan Tulsa Sketch Plan, 
1975. Tulsa Metropolitan Area Plar 
ning Commission, City Hall Annex 
106 South Denver Avenue, Tulsa 3, 
Oklahoma. 1957. 20 pp., illus. % 


cents. 


ASPO Newsletter 








































